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During September 11 to 19, 1959, I made a trip: to the Flat and
Ophir districts to acquire informatlon pertaining to mining operations
in those arees. My itinerary for the trip was as follows:

Sept 11 = From Fairbanks to McGrath via Norkheram Congolidated
Airlinass.,

Sept 12 « TFrom MeGrath to Yankes Creek via Alaska Airlines} by
truck from Yankee Creek to Ganes Creek,

Sept 13 = Visited dredging operation of Minalaska, Inc, on Ganes
Creek., With M, Wi Jasper traveled by truck to Yankee
Creek and visited mining operation of Rosander and Reed.
M. W. Jasper left for MeGrath in the evening.

Sept 14 — By truck visited the mining operations of Michael
O'Carroll on Spruce Creek, Bue Uotila on Ophir Creek,
Little Creek Mining Co on Little Creek, and Hjalmar
Lindquist on Bedrock Creel, Returned to Yankee Creelc,

Sept 15 « By truck from Yankee Creek to Takotna; from Takotna
to McOrath via Aleska Airlines,

Sept 16 = From MeGrath to Flat vie Alaska Alrlines; visited
Fullerton's mining operation of Flat Creek,

Sept 17 = On foot from Flat %0 Agoff's mining operation on Prince
Creek; roturned to Flat by truck.

Sept 18 » Vislted mining operations of the Otter Dredging Co and
the Miscovich dbrothers on Otter Creek,

Sept 19 =« Traveled from Flat to McGrath to Anchorage to Fairbanks
via Alaska Airlines.

Minalaska, Inc.
Minalaska, Ine, under the management of Warren Magnuson, has leased #ﬁb¢’91

the property and equipment formerly operated by the Ophir Mining Co on
Ganes Creek. The dredge actually is being used for prospecting; it has
been moved down the valley beside mined-out ground, digging only for
flotation part of the way but taking an occasional test cut to bvedrock

and mining where pay was found. Martin Jasper was at the camp when
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Fig. 1, Dredge operated by Minalaska, Inc. on upper Ganes Creek,

Fig. 2. Inoperative dredge on lower Ganes Crasek,
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I arrived; he was completing an evaluation of the ground that had been
dredged during the summer, Apperently Magnuson ls seeking investment
capital to finawce the venturse. The Fairbanks News<Miner of April 9,
1960, carried am article stating that Minalasks, Inc. had been forbidden

to operate in the State of Illinois becaunse of securities law violatlons,

Bgsander and Rsed.
143k

Toivu Rosander is maneging the mining operation of Rosander and ;{1\"}3”
Reed on Yankee Creek, Two bulldozers are uged for mining and strippings
a monitor is used to wash the gravel through the boxes; and a dragline
stacks the talling, Steel slulceboxes 42 inches wlde ars set on e
grade of 18 to 20 inches per 12 ft of length. The pay goes as much as
4 to 6 feet into bedrook, The ground belng mined lies beslde ground
that has been dredged. The gold is coarse, and drilling results are
not reliable, Prospecting is not carrled on far shead of the mining,
but there may be & large reserve of minable ground. Four or five men
comprise the crew, Ordinarily, slightly more than 100,000 sq ft of

bedrock is mined per season, At the time of my vislt, mining was not

in progress becanse the dresgline was shut down for repair of a broksn

gantry,

Victor Hill. b
N
Mr, and Mrs. Victor Hill, long-time residents of the area, were

dolng assessment work on their claims on lower Spruce Creek, Mr, Hill

occasionally does some hand-mining on Vietor Gulch,

Michael O!Carroll.
Michael O!Carroll worked for Northern Lights Mining Co on Long Creek
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in the Ruby District until that operation closed down in mid-August,

He then moved to Spruce Creek and mined a cut about 20,000 sq ft in area.
The ground being mined is 1-3/4 miles from the mouth of the creek on the
right 1imit side beside ground thsat was mined by Hugh Matheson, Sz, The b;,}b
total depth of groﬁnd 18 23 ft, and, of that, 8 to 10 ftAis muck, b
O&Q0arroll owns the mining equipment and leases the ground. He hired

one employse (Fred Dementieff), A D8 traftor 1s used for mining;

a monitor is used at the head of the boxes; and a dragline 1s used for
gstacking tailing. The gold 1s fine, and the pay gravel ig charecter~

ized by comnaplcuous iron astaining. After one cut had been mined,

most of the equipment was prepared for winter storage, and the bulldozer

was used to strip muck from the area to be mined next season,

Gus Uotdle.

Gus Uotile was mining on Ophir Creek 4 to 5 miles from the mouth of
the creek on the right limit side of the valley floor, He uges g bu11~ﬁ$b&£9
dozer for mining, 2 monitor at the head of the boxes, and a dvagline for
stacldnz talling. Ordinarily, he mines 140,000 to 150,000 sq ft of
bedrock per yeaar, The distribution of gold 1s spotty; both fine gold
and coarse gold are present, The ground mined in 1959 wgs qulte low-

grede, and Gus plans to move his equipment to Birch Creek in the Ruby

Dy gtrict in 1960,

Little Creek Mining Cb.
The Little Creek Mining Co, owned and operzed by Ivor Carlson, RQ@&‘gi

is mining on the right limit of Little Creek at the upper end of an area

that has been dredged. The ground being mined is 40 £t deep and is all
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frozen gravel except for numerous smell ice wedges or seams, A bull-
dozer ilg used for mining, a dragline for etacking tailing, end = monitor
is used at the head of the boxes. Steel sluiceboxes are on a grade

of 15 to 17 inches per 12 ft of length. Early in the season, a cut
wag mined farther downstream where a single drill hole hed indicated good
rey, but very little gold was recovered, Two months were spent in

mining that cut, so the production for the gesason was unusually small,

Hislmar Lindquist.
BHjalmar Lirdquist mines on the upper part of Bedrock Creek. He # ot (4
Ne

uses a TDl4 tractor for mining and for stacking talling, and he uses
a monitor for washing gravel through the boxes. At the aslte of the
present cut, the depth of pay gravel is 3 to 4 feet, and the muck and
overburden are 7 to 8 feet deep. Lindquist expects to finish mining
near the head of the creek in 1959, then he will move 3 to 4 miles downm
stream, where he has prospected ground that will last about 3% years.
Still farther downstream there is additionsl ground that has not been
prospected.

Bedrock on the divide bebwsen Little Creek and Bedrock Creek is glate

in which there dre numerous narrow, light-colored dikes.

Flat Creek Placers.

4
Flat Cresk Placers, on Flat Creek, 18 owned and operated by John q5-?A%6
and Richard Fullerton. The site of the mining operation is at the *
upper end of dredged ground (mined by the North American Dredging Co)
on the right 1imit side of the dreek. A dragline with 33-—cu<yd bucket

is used for mining and stripping. A 42.inch, elevated sluicebox is
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Fig., 3. Flat Creek Placers dragline. Cut being mined in foreground
and eluicebox to laft of dragline.

Fig, 4. Side view of sluicedox. Note fuel storage tank in background.
Flat Creek Placers. -
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Flg. 5. Elevated sluicebax, Flat Creek Placere.

mounted on a rubberwtired truck. The truck wes built from a dregline
bage, and it serves .aa a turntable on which the trestle and sluicebox
can be rotated horigontally by a hand~cranked winch or by & tractor.
Coco maf.ting is used in the bottom of the sluicebox under expamied metal
lath, and above the lath there are punched steel plateas. The arrange-
ment i8 eseentinlly the game as that used by the Chandslar Mining Co at
Big Creek, Chandalar District.

Water for slulcing is pumped and recirculated, and the unit used for
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Fig, 6, Turntable base for wluicebox: trestle, Flat Creek Placers.

Fig, 7. Nozzle arrangement in dump box at head of slulcebox, Flat
Creek Placers,
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pumping has been built for maximum portabllity. The pump and diesel

engine are mounted on top of a steel pump box, which in turn is mounted
on skids. The unit can be pulled by tractor to a new location and a

dam can be bulldozed around it in a matter of minutes,

The entire mining operation can be handled by two men, one on the
dragline and one on the D-8 tractor, Occasionally the tractor is used
in the cut to asslet the dragline; 1t ip also sometimes used for pushing
tailing, and it is used to move the pump unit and the sluicebox in making
new get-upa, The dragline 18 large enough so that it cen dig bedrock,
and it can mine a lerge dut without having e bulldozer push gravel to
it ae ie usually done where a smaller dragline is used for mining,

While I was watching the operation, the dragline was dumping a
bucket (3 to 3% cu yds) every 45 seconds, and the owners reported that
they averaged more than 200 cu yds per hour including time spent movirg.
None of the ground presently being mined ie frozen,

During the summer of 1959, Richard Fullerton worked on an exploration
contract on a cinnabar progpect for the U, S, Bureau of Mines, and John
Fullerton with one employee ran the mining operation, The Fullerton
brothers still have two bulldozers and a 2Z2-cumyd=bucket dragline at
Coloredo Creek, but they have no definite plans for resuming operations

there.

Miecovich Brothers.

.
George, John, and Andrew Miscovich mined in 1959 on the lower part Q*l\a.f

of Otter Creek. They use a lt=ocumyd dragline for mining, and they
also have a backhoe in the cut to aid the dragline 1In digging out corners,

The gravel is dumped into a hopper and ie carri@ by conveyor belt to the
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Fig. 9. Nozzle arraggement in dump box at head of sluicedbox,

Miscovich Brothers.
aluicebox. The conveyor unit 18 85 ft long and is at a 17-degree
angle, It is mounted on ruobber-tired wheele so that the lower end can
be moved as the dragzline moves. The eteel sluilcebox is on a trestle on
rubber=tired wheels, and the riffles are the same as those used by Flat
Creek Placers. One bulldozer is used for atripping and another for
stacking tailing. Six men comprise the crew, The ground being mined

was dredged, but the dredge did not take emough bedrock to get akl the

pay.

Otter Dredging Co.
The Otter Dredgzing Co, owned and operated by John Ogriz and Arnold 42*

Kovler, is mining on Otter Creck about % mile upstream from the Miscovich
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brothers operation. The 33=cu~yd~bucket dredge ls powered by 2 diesel
engine, and power ig transmitted throughout the dresdge by belts, pulleys,
and shafts. The dredge has a trommel dut no stacker; the coarse talling
is carrlied away by a flume, Ag in the case of the Miscovich operation,
the ground being mined has been dredged bafore, but not enough bedrock

wee mined in the first dredging. The crew nmumbers geven men.

Prince Creek Mining Cg.

The Prince Creek Mining Co, under the management of S. E. Agoff, 5‘3
is wining on Prince COreek, tributary to Bonanza Cresk, Two D-8 tractores K'J
are used for mining, one full time and one part time. The one used
only part time for mining is fitted with a two—drum Hyeter unit¢ that is
used to pull a scraper for stacking tailing. A mopitor 18 used at the
head of the sluicebox, The upper part of the sluicebox has Hungarian
riffles and the lower part has expanded metal lath and matting under
punched ateel plates.

The left limit slde of the creek is being mined at present, The
gravel 1a about 8 feet deep, and the muck ie 8 to 10 feet deep. Moni tors
ara used for stripping muck, The bulldozers strip the upper half of
the gravel, which is barren, The sluicebox concentrate contains large
amounts of cinnebar, There 18 a large volume of gravel upstream from
the present cut and in the left limit tributariee to Frince Creek that

may be minable, tut it has rot deen prospected,

Migcellaneone Information.

Thers were four mining operations in the Innoko and Idltarod d_{strictau \;‘yl\
4+

that were not visited. Joseph Degnen wasg reported to be mining with a
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bulldozer on Mastodon Creek about @5 airline miles northwest of Bphir,
Strandberg Mines, Inc. mined as uvsual on Golorado Creek, and 1t was i‘t¢lﬂ$
reported that only enough ground remained for one more season of mining.
Rosander and Gates mined on Bear Creek, tributary to Grahem Crpeek, trithﬁﬁ qué’
utary to Colorado Creek, This operation is manafged by "Tex® Gates

and apparently is finenced by Toiva Rosander. Jules Stuver and his “kg
brother, Joe, were reported to be mining on Moore Creek between Flat d‘mp

and McGrath,

On the ridge between Flat Creek and Chicken Creek, smellescals
Placer mining has been cerried on almost to the top of the ridge. The

placer deposits on the ridge are considered to be residual deposite

okC = 539

Fig. 10. Clalm stakes at 25<«ft intervala at the head of Flat Craek.
Mg o Stalding of lode clalme over placer claime by the
Al agka~0anadian Mining and Exploration Co. Ltd.
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formed by the weathering of a2 monzonite intrusion in which there are
numerous narrow, gold-bearing, quartz veins, This is the area in #173{57
which the Alapka-Canadien Mining and Exploration Co, Ltd, blanksted
pre-existing placer daims with 50-ftuwide lode claims, Accordingz
to a recent news release, the company plans to spend $126,000 on the

property in 1960,

The dredge on Flat Creek owned by the North 4merican Dredging Go}z 75'7
A S

is idle, and it was reported to be for sale,

Most of the freight into the Innoko Dlstrict goes by truck from
Sterling Landing below McGrath on the Kuskokwire River; the length of
truck haul is about 46 miles. There 1s also a good grgvel roed from
Ophir to Takotna. Freighting into the Iditarod District is a more diff-
iocult problem. For the 1969 aeason, the Fullertons had their fuel-oil
end other supplies brought in before the Spring break-up by a "flying
boxecar® that landed on a temporary winter=time strip built by levelling
the enow with bulldozers. They intend to have supplies Wrought in

the game way in the future.
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